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Strasbourg, 1st  September 2004

Invitation

The Assembly of European Regions and Friends of the Earth 

launch a joint campaign for GMO-free zones and regions

The Assembly of European Regions and Friends of the Earth have the pleasure to invite you to an information meeting and press conference to set out the objectives of their joint campaign in favour of the legal recognition of GMO-free zones and regions. 

Due to support from several Members of the European Parliament – Mr Janusz Wojciechowski (EPP/ED,PL, Vice-President of the Committee on Agriculture), Mrs Jillian Evans (Greens/EFA, UK, member of the Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food safety) and Mr Lambert van Nistelrooij (EPP/ED, NL, member of the Committee on Regional Development), the information meeting and press conference will take place in the European Parliament in Strasbourg, (Louise Weiss Building) on Tuesday, 14th September, at 4.00 p.m., in the Press room.

Main speakers:

· Jillian Evans, Member of the European Parliament (Greens/EFA, UK), member of the Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food safety)

· Brian Greenslade, Chairman of the AER Committee on Regional Development (Assembly of European Regions)

· Gerald Lonauer, Representative of Upper-Austria (A) to the European Institutions in Brussels, member of the GMO-free regions network

· Geert Ritsema, Coordinator of the Campaign GMO-free area of Friends of the Earth 

· Janusz Wojciechowski, Member of the European Parliament (EPP/ED, PL), Vice-President of the Committee on Agriculture
The information meeting and press conference will be followed by a question & answer session, with the participation of representatives from other GMO-free regions. 

Should you wish to attend this meeting and press conference, please confirm your participation by September 12th to: Barbara Skoczylas-Thauront, AER Press & Communication Manager b.thauront@a-e-r.org (Phone. +33 3 88 22 74 46). Confirmation compulsory for all those who don’t have an identity pass to the EP.

________________________

Created in 1985, the Assembly of European Regions (AER) is a political organisation of regions in Europe and the speaker for their interests at European and international level. It currently has 250 member regions from 30 European countries and 12 interregional organisations. For further information: www.a-e-r.org

Friends of the Earth is a Non-governmental Organisation and the widest European network in the field of environmental protection and sustainable development. They are the European branch of Friends of the Earth International, which gathers 68 national member organisations and some 5000 local associations in the world. For further information: www.foeeurope.org 
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