The implications of the end of the Blair House limits on EU oilseed production

Background to current situation: Europe totally dependent on imported animal feed 

· If imports of animal feed were stopped, half Europe’s animals in production would die within three weeks 

· This dependence began with the CAP in 1962, which established intensive animal rearing in the EU based on maize and soya, not on grass and fodder

· Most soya and maize were imported from the US, later Argentina and Brazil

· Tariffs for imported animal feed were set at zero and still are 

· Imported feed led to surplus production, eg: milk, dumped on global south at low prices

· EU later decided to increase oilseed production 1970-90 but was challenged by US

· Blair House agreement, 1992, broke the deadlock between the EU and the US over the GATT Uruguay Round, set an upper limit to EU oilseed production (rapeseed, sunflower, soya) of  5.4 million hectares, plus 1 million tonnes for industrial purposes.
· The first GM crops were, of course, soya and maize, primarily for animal feed

Opportunities afforded by the end of the Blair House Agreement  

· The Blair House Agreement will gradually lapse, as CAP reform means that payments per hectare for oilseeds will align with the aid planned for cereals and set-aside, freeing producers from the hectare limits set in 1992 (Arable crop fact sheets: http://europa.eu.int/comm/agriculture/publi/fact/cereals/index_en.htm)

· To achieve GM free and reduce import dependence, Europe should grow more oilseeds and produce its own animal feed for food security (and only keep as many animals as it can support)  

· Change the farming model from monocrops to intercropping and crop rotation, integrate cereals and oilseeds, food and feed, and restore soils

· Address the issue of biofuels cautiously: industry will try and promote GM crops for this non-food use; also we must be careful biofuels do not compete with feed production, but are integrated with it 

· Source GM free soya from smaller farmers/coops in Brazil to reduce dependence on massive corporate animal feed imports as we move to greater EU self reliance

· Work with producer countries (mainly South America) to shift from massive monocrop expansion for export while we still have influence (China fast taking over)  

· Return to grass and fodder as a basis for production rather than protein feed 

· This will mean reverting to animal breeds that are not simply “protein processors”

· GM production (mainly soya) in Romania, Bulgaria and Turkey is contaminating EU and must be addressed: awareness raising, adoption of EU laws

Action proposals for this workshop

· Analyse animal feed in Europe: compile exact data on imports and movement of feed to reveal how insecure the whole situation is; get the message out

· Debate how to address Europe’s dependence on animal feed imports

· Aim: GMO free and secure feed supplies in the future 

· Hannes Lorenzen, adviser on agriculture and rural development issues to the Greens and the European Free Alliance is building a working group on animal feed 

· We need partners to volunteer for this task and co-ordinate in each country: please send your details to: hlorenzen@europarl.eu.int and helenapaul@onetel.com  
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