Advertisement for the Irish Independent

Public Notice

PROPOSED DELIBERATE RELEASE OF A GENETICALLY MODIFIED ORGANISM (GMO)

BASF Plant Science GmbH

Carl-Bosch-Str. 38

D-67056 Ludwigshafen, Germany
Field trial with late blight resistant potatoes

BASF Plant Science GmbH at Carl-Bosch-Str. 38, D-67056, Ludwigshafen, Germany hereby gives notice that it has applied to the Environment Protection Agency for a consent to conduct a field trial (Part B release) with genetically modified (GM) potatoes according to the Genetically Modified Organisms (Deliberate Release) Regulations – S.I. No. 500 of 2003.

Description of the GMOs  and Purpose of the Proposed Deliberate Release

BASF Plant Science has developed multiple lines of GM potatoes that are resistant to late potato blight (Phytophthora infestans). The GM plants will be evaluated for agronomic performance and efficacy to resist late potato blight infection in a field trial (approx. 1 ha).

Location and Timing of the Proposed Deliberate Release

The proposed release, subject to approval by the EPA, will be conducted on a farm (different sites each year) at Arodstown, Summerhill, Co Meath between April and October 2006 to 2010 in accordance with such approval. In each year planting will take place in April-May and harvesting in October.

The Environmental Protection Agency will consider any written representations made to it at its headquarters   relating to risks to human health or the environment posed by the release of the GM potatoes within a period of 28 days commencing on the day of publication of this notice and subject to a payment of €10.00 (ten) in accordance with article 16 of the Genetically Modified Organisms (Deliberate Release) Regulations – S.I. No. 500 of 2003.

Further information on this proposal may be obtained from the Environmental Protection Agency  (EPA) at the address below.

EPA Headquarters
PO Box 3000
Johnstown Castle Estate
Co. Wexford 
Tel: 053-60600
Fax:053-60699
Email: info@epa.ie
Website: www.epa.ie 
Lo Call: 1890 335599
